
TREE HAY
Scientific data for better farm decisions

By Ilia Rashev



Today’s presentation will include:

Nutritional comparison between alfalfa and "tree hay," based on analysis of 
available scientific research. 

Changes in animal performance with the inclusion of tree hay or active 
compounds in the animal diets.

Tree systems integrated with current farm practices and the available technology.

If time permits, Q&A.



Why am I doing this research?
 

To determine if TREE  HAY IS as good as or SUPERIOR to conventional hay.

Why am I giving this presentation?

Doubt often leads to failure when integrating new systems. Farmers may not 
be willing to invest proper resources or effort if they are uncertain about the 
efficacy of a new practice.

To eliminate doubt, there are two options: blindly trust in a system or person, 
or rely on scientific data and understanding.

My goal is to provide farmers with information that explains why tree hay is 
superior and how to produce and use it effectively.



Forage test Alfalfa



Fresh leaves Alfalfa vs Morus alba comparison 1



Fresh leaves Alfalfa vs Morus alba comparison 2



Fresh leaves Alfalfa vs Morus alba comparison 3



Dry leaves Alfalfa vs Morus alba comparison 1



Dry leaves Alfalfa vs Morus alba comparison 2



Dry leaves Alfalfa vs Morus alba comparison 3



MLs and ML Flavonoids effects



Fresh leaves Alfalfa vs Salix matsudana x alba comparison 1



Fresh leaves Alfalfa vs Populus nigra x deltoides comparison 1



Pasture growth dynamics in Europe

https://extension.uga.edu/publications/detail.html?number=B1351 Herbage Growth Models as Aids for Managing Intensively 
Grazed Grassland in Western Europe
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/267853330_Herbage_
Growth_Models_as_Aids_for_Managing_Intensively_Grazed_G
rassland_in_Western_Europe

https://extension.uga.edu/publications/detail.html?number=B1351


Yield

https://www.grassland.org.nz/publications/nzgrassland_
publication_2609.pdf

https://www.grassland.org.nz/publications/nzgrassland_publica
tion_2609.pdf

https://www.grassland.org.nz/publications/nzgrassland_publication_2609.pdf
https://www.grassland.org.nz/publications/nzgrassland_publication_2609.pdf


Planting systems: Fodder blocks - coppice



Planting systems: Low pollard with and without grassed 
pathways



Planting systems: High pollard systems with pasture 
underneath



Planting systems: Single trees high pollard incorporated in 
other systems



Mechanization of harvesting: Universal forage harvester



Mechanization of harvesting: Biomass harvester



Mechanization of harvesting: top and side bar and disc pruner



Animals living the good life



Q & A

I'm happy to chat trees any time!

Find me at: iliarashev@gmail.com


